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Dear Moonlight Friends and Supporters,

As the Chair of the Moonlight Community Foundation (MCF), I am delighted 

to share our annual report and reflect on the incredible achievements we 

have made together over the past year. At MCF, our vision is to serve as the 

nonprofit arm of the Moonlight Basin Community, dedicated to connecting 

local causes with the necessary support to thrive. 

 

As we look toward the future, I invite those who have not yet joined 

Headwaters Circle to consider signing up today. Your support is vital in 

helping us continue our meaningful contributions to the community and 

sustain the essential work of our local nonprofits. Together, we can drive 

lasting change and cultivate a vibrant future for Big Sky.

In 2025, our Headwaters Circle Donors made a significant impact, allowing 

us to achieve a remarkable milestone of distributing just over $1 million in 

grants. These funds have directly benefited our community by addressing 

critical needs in health care resources, youth scholarships, and workforce 

housing. We are grateful to the 125 families who have supported the 

Headwaters Circle Donor Program since its inception in 2021; your 

generosity fuels our collective e�orts.

 

This past year, we proudly supported 39 organizations and 51 

initiatives, highlighting the power of community collaboration and 

generosity. Notable recipients include Gallatin River Child Care, 

Gallatin River Task Force, Big Sky Bandage, Big Sky Food Bank, Be 

Well Big Sky, and the Big Sky Community Housing Trust, all of which 

are working tirelessly to enhance the quality of life for residents and 

workforce in our area. For further insight into our impact, please 

refer to the 2025 Tree of Giving in this report, which details our 

grantees and the essential programs they provide. 

As always, thank you for your support. 

We couldn’t do this work without YOU.

With gratitude,

Bob Rhea
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$31,881
2015

$123,381
2016

$601,877
2022

$748,458
2023

$821,700
2024

$1,000,396
2025

$205,474
2017

$374,232
2020

$226,287
2018

$286,688
2019

$365,186
2021

$4,785,560
(2015-2025)

Bridging our 
Community with 
Causes that Matter
Your Donations at Work

Total Amount Granted:

A huge milestone this 

year is awarding just over

 

in grants.  

$1M



MCF GRANTING BY PROGRAM (2015-2025)

MCF has granted $4,765,560 over the past 11 years

$231,476
Big Sky Relief

Elevate Funding 
Collaborative

$50,000

1%5%

$1,344,913

$272,855

$2,158,851

$707,465
Youth Education

Camp Moonlight
Sponsorships

Underserved Needs 
& Community Development

Conservation

28% 45% 15%6%
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MAKING A GRANT REQUEST IS EASY

MCF has a bi-annual grant cycle. 
Grant applications are due on April 15th and October 15th of each year.

Grant applications are available on our website
MoonlightCommunityFoundation.org
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G A L L AT I N  R I V E R  TA S K  F O R C E

The Gallatin River Task Force (GRTF) is a nonprofit dedicated to protecting and 

restoring the ecological health of the Gallatin River watershed in Southwest Montana 

through science-based programs, community engagement, and advocacy.

The Task Force’s mission is to ensure a clean, healthy, and resilient 

Gallatin River for future generations while balancing conservation with 

public access for recreation and community growth. In 2025, they were 

awarded a $35,000 grant for their Education and Outreach Program 

and Park Boundary to Covered Wagon Ranch Restoration Project.

Their core program areas include:

Water Monitoring: Collecting and analyzing water quality and 

streamflow data across the Upper Gallatin watershed to track river 

health, identify pollution sources, and guide restoration efforts. 

River Restoration: Designing and implementing projects to 

enhance water quality, improve fish and wildlife habitat, and 

stabilize streambanks, including restoring recreation access points, 

enhancing wetlands, and improving floodplain connections.

Water Conservation: Running the "Big Sky Water Conservation 

Program" to promote efficient water use among residents and 

businesses through rebates for water-efficient fixtures and 

collaborations on drought planning and management.

Advocacy & Outreach: Inspiring community stewardship by educating 

the public on water issues, advocating for improved wastewater 

management, supporting legislation for permanent river protections, 

and organizing community events like the annual river cleanup.

Restoration work and improved public access on the 

Park Boundary to Covered Wagon Ranch Project.
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B I G  S K Y  C O M M U N I T Y  
H O U S I N G  T R U S T

Big Sky Community Housing Trust (BSCHT) provides affordable and stable homes 

for residents in our community. Addressing the area’s housing shortage through a 

dual approach, BSCHT "reclaims" existing housing and constructs new units.

Through these initiatives, BSCHT 

ensures that those who serve the 

community—such as hospital, 

school, and resort employees—can 

afford to live in Big Sky.  In 2025, 

BSCHT received $80,000 for their 

Rent Local Program.

Key Programs for Existing Housing:

New Development Initiatives:

Rent Local: This program offers cash incentives to homeowners who convert 

vacation or short-term rentals into stable, long-term rentals. It also provides 

tenant-matching services and lease templates.

Good Deeds:  The Good Deeds program offers up to 20% of a home’s appraised 

value to buyers who agree to a permanent deed restriction requiring full-time 

local workforce occupancy. BSCHT provides buyers with funding at closing to 

use as their down payment. Since the funds are not a loan, BSCHT does not 

require repayment.

MeadowView Condominiums: Completed in 2021, this project 

features 52 permanently affordable homes for local workers using a 

Community Land Trust model, with a 2% yearly appreciation cap.

RiverView Apartments: Completed in 2024, this development will provide 25 

income-restricted rental apartments for qualifying households.

Cold Smoke Neighborhood: A future project recently approved by local 

voters, plans to offer 125 ownership homes and 264 rental apartments, 

housing approximately 1,000 residents, utilizing both rental and CLT models 

for long-term affordability.
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M O R N I N G S TA R  L E A R N I N G  C E N T E R

This year, MLC received $70,000 for operations and its tuition assistance program, benefiting not only 

MLC families and their children but also strengthening Big Sky’s broader workforce and economy.

Morningstar Learning Center (MLC) provides affordable, full-time, year-round 

licensed childcare and early education for children aged 3 months to 5 years.

Core Services:

Childcare and Early Education: MLC creates a safe and enriching 

environment with a developmentally appropriate curriculum, operating 

year-round with a minimum enrollment of four days per week.

Support for Working Families: As the only full-time licensed childcare 

provider in Big Sky, MLC supports over 30 local businesses by enabling 

parents to work.

Tuition Assistance: To address Big Sky's high cost of living, MLC offers 

a need-based Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) funded through grants 

and donations, ensuring services remain affordable for families.

Community Resources: MLC connects families with various supportive 

resources, enhancing the overall well-being of the Big Sky community 

from planning through parenthood.

Teacher Investment: The center invests in staff development through 

continuing education, benefits, and improved wages and housing 

opportunities to retain dedicated educators.



11

“We are deeply grateful to the Moonlight Community 

Foundation for providing the funding that enabled us to 

purchase a high-quality yurt for the new Community 

Campus. This investment represents an essential step 

toward bringing this vital project to life, ensuring local 

families can enjoy these new amenities as soon as possible.”

– Sara Marino, 

Big Sky Community Organization Development Manager

“MCF's support was vital in providing 77 local 

children with hands-on, place-based conservation 

education, an experience we believe is essential to 

fostering a lifelong connection to the natural world.”

– Abigail King, 

Jack Creek Preserve Executive Director

“Thanks to MCF support, Bienvenidos is learning 

how to better serve the community and workforce 

in Big Sky—expanding from navigation to leadership, 

wellness, and workforce programs.” 

– Vanessa Zamora, 

Bienvenidos Executive Director
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“Without MCF's commitment to our Local and 

Sustainable Foods Project, our school kids would not 

have access to all of the amazing, fresh, local, and 

organic produce.”

– Lindsie Feldner, 

Big Sky School District Food Service Director

“MCF’s funding united SWMMBA, Terra Flow, and the 

local biking community to build four new miles of 

trail—pivotal to completing phase one this summer. 

Thank you, MCF, for supporting Big Sky trails!” 

– Hannah Richardson, 

SWMMBA Big Sky Chapter Board Member

“We are so grateful to be able to provide additional 

support to the Big Sky workforce, thanks to MCF 

funding. Providing transportation support is essential, 

meaningful and provides hope for our people.” 

– Sarah Gaither Bivins, 

Big Sky Community Food Bank Manager

“Addressing mental health challenges is a priority for 

Big Sky, and MCF is a key funding partner with WIA to 

provide lower-cost counseling, support by community 

health workers, and scholarships.” 

– Allison Bradac, 

Wellness in Action Executive Director

“MCF’s investment in GGUW's kidsLINK Out-of-School

 Initiative helps families and the local workforce thrive. 

Supporting summer camps and after-school programs 

builds a brighter future for Big Sky.”

– Sylvia Drain, 

Greater Gallatin United Way Director of Donor Engagement

“Thanks to the Moonlight Community Foundation, WMPAC 

had the extraordinary opportunity to differentiate incredible 

programming and artistry across many different cultures and 

segments of our community.” 

– John Zirkle, 

Warren Miller Performing Arts Center Executive Director
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OUR YEAR
I N  P H O T O S









Alder & Tweed

Anonymous

Mike & Kathy Armistead

Andrew & Kitsy Babb

Guy & Jessica Bargnes

Stephen & Stella Bender

Berkshire Hathaway -

HomeServices Montana Properties

Borealis Fuels & Logistics Inc.

Danne Buchanan

Charles & Jennifer Byerly

Chris Claus & Julene Otto

Kevin Crowe & Daphne Chester 

Bill & Koko Corbin

Michael DeMatteis & Lisa Merkel

Je� & Ann Douglas

Scott & Karen Eccleston

Dana & Robert Emery

Patrick Falcon & Blaine Adams

Dan & Nancy Fry

Paul Ga�ney

Dan & Wendy Geraty

Je� & Cathleen Greenberg

High Altitude Property 

Management

Dan & Cyndi Israel

Luke & Lindsay James

Cleve & Bu�y Johnson

Josh & Melanie Kaplan

Brandon & Becky Kelly

Evan Kelly

Greg & Liz Kelly

Matt Kidd

Chris Killingstad

Larry & Toni Landry

Randy & Rebecca Moore

Matt & Heather Morris

JP & Gerrie Musicco

Mike & Jill Nelson

Frank & Pam O'Connor

George & Julie Peinado

Doug & Paula Raetz

JR & Amy Reger 18

2025 DONORS // Moonlight Community Foundation

$50,000+

$25,000 -
$49,999

Paul Farrell & Paula Cleary

Ray & Angelique Waddell

Kris Corzine & Emily Leproust

Scot & Jessica Eisenfelder

Jerry Hood

Christopher & Aet Hooper

Kenneth & Kimberly Johnson

Brad & Bethany Keown

Yarrow Kraner & Ania Bulis

Lone Mountain Land Co.

Ian & Julie McGuire

Mark & Jenny Mummert

William & Cathleen Osborn

Mark & Jennifer Patricio

Connie & William Restrepo

Bob & Patty Rhea

Greg & Mary Shearson

$10,000 -  
$24,999
Willam & Karen Brace

Nathan & Barbara Brown

Aaron & Grace Byrd

Christopher & Christine D'hondt

$5,000 -  $9,999

Karen Ann Delaney

David Del Sol

Jay & Lisa Deverell

Martin & Kathy Dudley

Steven & Stephanie Farsht

Mike & Barbara Feigin

Wes & Cathy Jo Finch

Flying S Title & Escrow of Montana, Inc.

Gallatin Import Group - Bozeman 

Montana

Gallatin Valley Design Group

Kevin & Karin Germain

Gil & Martha Grattan

Greater Gallatin Contractors Inc.

Scott & Jennifer Gwilliam

Holly & Bryan Hales

Brad & Janet James

Kevin & Jessica Kearns

James & Wendi Kelly

Kurt & Lynn Kelley

Tim & Merrilee Kick

Kim Kircher

Langlas & Associates

Kevin & Margaret Lynch

John & Joella Lykouretzos

Dagny Maidman & Molly Wood

Mike & Betsy McCall

Ryan & Jenny Mason

Stan & Kathy Reiss

Bob & Jane Sauerberg

Heath & Angela Sharp

Timothy & Robin Sheehan

Signature Aviation

Kutta & Valeria Srinivasan

TD&H Engineering

Cal & Kendall Thomas

Curtis & Roxanne Trenkelbach

Erik & Julie Von Hellens

Nick & Jill Woodman



2025 DONORS // Moonlight Community Foundation

$2,500 - 
$4,999

$1,000 - 
$2,499

Lance Matthiesen & Tracey Gri�n

Kevin & Janet Neal

Paul Neuman & Ashley Quande

Brian & Courtney O'Connor

Chris & Mary Elizabeth O'Connor

Len & Theresa O'Donnell

Tom Olsen & Paula Amadei de Olsen

Ed & Robin Orazem

Dave & Roxanne Paulus

Rick & Nancy Pennell

Troy & Kellie Pierce

Chris & Nancy Plaut

Allen & Emily Potts

Steve & Cindy Reisman

Je� & Christine Remming

Reverence Architects

Joe Roda

Je� & Kim Rollins

Ronald & Seiko Rykowski

Chris & Acra Samuels

Alisa Scott

Security Title Company

Ben & Sarah Seelaus

Peter Stern & Susan Abdalla 

John & Katharine Stowe

Kate Tomkinson

Powell & Karen Thurston

Ryan Watts

Anonymous

Beartooth Bathrooms LLC

Zac Boddy

Frank & Georgia Boley

Rudi Cavataio & Nancy Inman

Tom & Jody Conophy

David & Jeanne Claire Jones

Casey & Charlotte Durham

Justin & Jamie Grover

John & Susie Kern

Steven Kempf & Patti Noble

Sherry & Bruce Klein

Je� & Jill Lake

Gene & Renae Martin

Erik & Katie Morrison

Chris & Yvette Palermo

Marty & Lisa Pechter

Je� & Michele Schultz

Josh & Amy Vance

Mike & Jenny Wilcynski

Alpine Property Management

American Bank

John & Debra Apruzzese

Apex Group Inc.

Sonja Baertsch

Russell & Ellen Back

Robert Becker & Diane Handler

Big Sky Build

Matt Blades

Bronken's Distributing

Barb & Keith Byer

George & Mary Campbell

Central Plumbing, Heating, & Excavating

Peter & Amy Christodoulo

CLB Architects, Inc.

Kevan & Catherine Comstock

Crowley Fleck

Earth Elements

Orville & Robyn Erlenbush

Evergreen Home Loans

First Security Bank

Orville & Robyn Erlenbush

John & Jean Geisler

John Glynn

Josh & Merrill Gregg

Dan & Judith Gresham

Craig & Susan Grube

Jason & Anne Hable

Grant & Melinda Haggard

Highline Partners

Jared & Sarkis Hilajian

Jennifer & Marley Hodgson

Shawn Hurley

Robert & Rebecca Jamo

Jay & Katharine Kern

Todd Kelchner

Steven & Denise Kestner

John & Adrienne Kirby

Tim & Megan Kirley

Colleen & Je� Knupp

David & Lesly Koo

Jonathan Kraus & Jill Quinn

Chris & Elizabeth Lane

Latitude Insurance

Pierre LeComte

Derek & Mia Lennon

Brad & Melissa Levine

Martel Construction Inc.

Tim & Hannah Martin

Gerard & Kerry McMahon

Thayer & Philip Meicler

John & Beth Morrison

Benjamin Nelson

Natural Balance Pet Food

Natural Retreats

Marc & Barbara O'Connor

Jack & Kristen Paris

Matt Restaino

Brent & Stevanie Wheeler

Rob & Susan White

Irvin & Alison Wiesman

David & Clara Williams
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2025 DONORS // Moonlight Community Foundation

Paul & Mary Scarborough

Nachum & Holly Shamir

Schlauch Bottcher Construction

John & Elizabeth Schwing

Scott & Amy Smith

Solstice Landscaping

Chris & Carl Stamp

Stay Montana

Stockman Bank

Frank Summers & Rene Kraus 

Je� & Tricia Swearingen

Ty & Krista Traxler

Teton Heritage Builders

The PRG Group

Two Pines Properties

Todd & Robin VanderMolen

Greg & Emilie Wagner

Norm & Tara Warner

Peter & Kerri Wolcott

Matt & Dani Zaremba

John & Ewa Zirkle

William Baer & Nancy Hendry

Tom & Leslie Doolittle

Steve & Maura Gregory

Jim & LynnAnne Hagar

$500 - 
$999

Je� & Marjorie Helms

Ben Kilgore & Mei-Mei Bong

Ken & Tallie Lancey

Rance Rathie & Danica Lewis

Laura Sacchi

Brett & Shelley Shanaman

Craig & Kelly Smith

Willilams Family Foundation

Steve & Nina Winoker

Kevin Zirkle

Graham & Cathy Ackerman

Mike & Amy Allen

Christine Arnold

Brendan & Kim Beatty

Pete & Victoria Chappelear

Gabe & Holly Coltea

David & Kristi Crawford

Timothy Downey

John & Dee Hines

Eric & Kristin Jungbluth

Kurt & Alison Kohlmeyer

Robin Lieberman

Paul Mabie & Jared Engels 

Luke Maples

Glenn & Helen Miller

Kevin & Kimbie Noble

$0 - 
$499

Heather Nodelman

Scott Peterson

Wayne & Cheryl Stromeyer

Robert & Anne Toal

Alex & Natalie Vogel

Doran  Zimmerman

Keith and Erin Brown

Lindsie Feldner

Michelle Kristula-Green & 

Joseph Green

Annie McCoy

MaryBeth Morand

Maggie Shane

Belle Shops

Big Sky Adventures & Tours

Big Sky Home Furnishings 

& Interior Design

Big Sky Resort

Bluebird

Canyon Adventures

Carlisle

Christy Sports

Elevate Outdoor Collective

Auction Items - 
Individual Donors

Auction Items - 
Business Donors

Faherty Big Sky

Frederick Fine Art

Golden Mountain Photography

Gourmet Gals

Heather Rapp Art

Hooey Mountain

Hungry Moose Market and Deli

Kevin Noble Photography

Lazy K Bar Whiskey

Linden Studio

Lone Mountain Ranch

Lone Mountain Land Co.

Madison Double R Ranch

Michaelangelo's

Montana Supply

Moonlight Basin

Moraway Adventures

Mountain Paws

New West KnifeWorks

Outlaw Partners

Sanctuary Spa

Spirit of the North Dog Sled Adventures

The Trove West

Wapiti Landscaping

Warren Miller Performing Arts Center

Whole and Nourished

Willie's Distillery

Yellowdog Fly Fishing
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2025 DONORS // Moonlight Community Foundation

Event Sponors - 
Headline Donors

Business
Hole Sponsors

Community
Hole Sponsors

Fireside Chat 
Speakers

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services - MT

Highline Altitude Propery Managament

Lone Mountain Land Company

Signature Aviation

TD&H Engineering

Alder and Tweed

Alpine Property Management

American Bank

Apex Group MT

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services MT

Big Sky Build

Beartooth Bathrooms

Borealis Fuels & Logistics

Bronken Distributing

Central Plumbing & Heating

CLB Architecture

Crowley Fleck

Earth Elements

Evergreen

First Security Bank

Flying S Title and Escrow

Gallatin Valley Design Group

Greater Gallatin Landscape 

Contractors

Highline Partners

Langlas & Associates

Latitude Insurance

Natural Retreats

PRG Group

Ressler Motors

Reverence Architects

Schlauch Bottcher Construction

Security Title Company

Solstice Landscaping

Stay Montana

Stockman Bank

Teton Heritage Builders

Two Pines Properties

Mike & Alicia Alford

Frank & Georgia Boley

Ania Bulis & Ashley Quande

Anonymous

Russ & Ellen Beck

Lonnie & Mary Ball

Parkin Costain

Scot & Jessica Eisenfeldner

Holden Samuels

Peter & Amy Christodoulo

The Comstock Family

Tom & Jody Conophy

Martin & Kathy Dudley

Paul Farrell & Paula Cleary

John & Jean Geisler

Dan & Wendy Geraty

Josh & Merrill Gregg

Jerry Hood

Greg & Liz Kelly

Kurt & Lynn Kelley

Steve & Denise Kestner

David & Lesly Koo

Brad & Melissa Levine

Tim & Hannah Martin

Matt & Heather Morris

Erik & Katie Morrison

Greg & Mary Shearson

Mike & Jill Nelson

Ed & Robin Orazem

Je� & Christine Remming

Bob & Patty Rhea

John & Elizabeth Schwing

Tim & Robin Sheehan

The Stamp Family, in honor of Nathan Stamp

C H A T S
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feels g�d
GIVING

Thank you to the 308 families 
& businesses that gave 

$1.6M in 2025

Check out this years 
MCF Impact video:

DINNER:

GOLF TOURNAMENT:
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Monday, July 6TH

MCF TRAILS DAY

Sunday, March 22ND

SPRING SOCIAL

Friday, July 10TH

SHOOT FOR THE MOON

Sunday, August 2ND

MCF 6TH ANNUAL 
GOLF TOURNAMENT

Sunday, June 28TH

Monday, June 29TH

DINNER:

GOLF TOURNAMENT:

SHOOTOUT

2026
S AV E  T H E  D AT E S



PO Box 161013

Big Sky, MT 59716

MoonlightCommunityFoundation.org

Vision

Mi�ion

Bridging Moonlight

Communty to

Causes that Matter

Supporting initiatives for youth 

education, conservation, and 

under-served needs benefiting 

the Big Sky Community


